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INDEPENDENT SCIENCE, INNOVATION AND TECHNOLOGY COUNCIL  

605. Hon KATE DOUST to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for Science and 
Innovation: 

My question, unfortunately, has probably been given to the wrong person. My question should be directed to the 
Leader of the House representing the Minister for Science and Innovation. It may have been given to the former 
parliamentary secretary. 

I refer to the previous Minister for Science and Innovation’s December 2009 media release that announced the 
creation of an independent science, innovation and technology council by mid-2010. 

(1) Is this new council operational; and, if not, why not? 

(2) When was the final report of the interim council delivered to government, and why has it not yet been 
made public? 

(3) Will the minister explain how science and innovation in this state is being treated fairly by this 
government, given its lack of new investment in the Square Kilometre Array project, its cancellation of 
the state broadband network, the delay in establishing this council, the Gravity Discovery Centre 
funding fiasco and the absence of any future funding for a new home for Scitech? 

Hon NORMAN MOORE replied: 

I thank the member for some notice of this question. 

(1) The Minister for Science and Innovation is carefully considering this matter, as it is important to get the 
right capabilities and the right people. 

(2) The final report the Minister for Science and Innovation received from the interim council was on 
29 June 2010. The report was compiled in the council’s role as an advisory body to the minister. The 
report was not a public review. The minister is considering the implications of this report. 

(3) This part raises a number of issues that are national responsibilities where the state worked 
collaboratively taking its agreed undertakings seriously and ensuring that its obligations were met. This 
is another example of the unfair treatment of Western Australia. In fact, businesses in Western Australia 
account for 18 per cent of all Australian business expenditure on research and development. 

Hon Kate Doust: Scitech is not a federally funded project; Scitech is a state-funded project. 

The PRESIDENT: Order! 

Hon NORMAN MOORE: She did not interject on the answer! The answer to part (3) continues — 

Yet in spite of this high level of demand-driven research, the federal colleagues of members opposite 
over the past three years, under the much publicised Cutler innovation review, have allocated well 
under a fair share of research grant support to this state. When the new council is established, 
transparent programs and processes will be established making applications for future funds 
competitive and equitable. 

 


